


The Meaning of “Azusa

William Seymour
1870 - 1922
Founder, Azusa Street Fellowship

Born to enslaved parents, this visionary minister began the Pentecostal church movement after a very

personal spiritual experience. He became convinced that church unity required ending racial segregation

in the church, and attracted whites, blacks and Latinos to his newly-formed “Apostolic Street Mission,”

at 312 Asuza Street in downtown Los Angeles, later called the “Azusa Street Fellowship.

"The three-year revival he led represented the church as it was meant to be, with the “color line washed away,...”
as one member put it.

Rev. Seymour is our role model today. The Detroit Partnership believes that the transformation of our great city
will require an effort that, like Azusa, crosses racial, ethnic, class...and even geographical lines as we seek solutions
to ensure that hungry people get fed and jobless people find jobs and hopeless people find hope. We hope that
you will join our June 16,2007 LoveFest.

..and a child shall lead them...

The name Azusa comes from a Native American word meaning, “blessed miracle.” Azusa was first the site of an
old Native American canyon village near Los Angeles, where a young Native American girl,“Coma Lee,” prayed
and fasted for healing, and was known for her ability to lay hands on the sick and heal them.We honor Coma Lee
as part of our multicultural legacy of faith.



